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EXERCISE 14–4 Emphasizing Key Ideas

Discuss the methods used to achieve emphasis in the following paragraphs.

Unseen in the jungle, but present, are tapirs, jaguars, many species of snake and

lizard, ocelots, armadillos, marmosets, howler monkeys, toucans and macaws and a

hundred other birds, deer, bats, peccaries, capybaras, agoutis, and sloths. Also present

in this jungle, but variously distant, are Texaco derricks and pipelines, and some of

the wildest Indians in the world, blowgun-using Indians, who killed missionaries in

1956 and ate them. —Annie Dillard

My Uncle Tom worked as a blacksmith in the B & O yards near Harpers Ferry.

That was a good job too. Though he walked the four-mile round trip to and from the

shop daily in sooty railroader’s clothes, Uncle Tom was well off. His house contained 

a marvel I had never seen before: an indoor bathroom. This was enough to mark Uncle

Tom a rich man, but in addition he had a car. And such a car. It was an Essex, with

windows that rolled up and down with interior hand cranks, not like my father’s Model T

with the isinglass windows in side curtains that had to be buttoned onto the frame in

bad weather. Uncle Tom’s Essex even had cut-glass flower vases in sconces in the back-

seat. He was a man of substance. When he rolled up in his Essex for Ida Rebecca’s

command appearances on Sunday afternoons in Morrisonville, wearing a white shirt

and black suit, smoking his pipe, his pretty red-haired wife Goldie on the seat beside

him, I felt pride in kinship to so much grandeur. —Russell Baker


