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EXERCISE 15–2 Sentence Variety

Discuss how the writer of the following paragraph provides variety.

I was then a listening child, careful to hear the very different sounds of Spanish

and English. Wide-eyed with hearing, I’d listen to sounds more than to words. First,

there were English (gringo) sounds. So many words were still unknown to me that

when the butcher or the lady at the drugstore said something, exotic polysyllabic sounds

would bloom in the midst of their sentences. Often the speech of people in public

seemed to me very loud, booming with confidence. The man behind the counter would

literally ask, “What can I do for you?” But by being so firm and clear, the sound of his

voice said that he was a gringo; he belonged in public society. —Richard Rodriguez


